Georgia 


State of Georgia 
State Entity: Secretary of State 
eRFP Name: Statewide Voting System 
eRFP Number: 47800-SOS0000037 


Pursuant to the eRFP document sections please adhere to the request for Redacted Copies of your 
proposals: 


2.1.12.2 Georgia Open Records Act: After final contract award has been made or 
after a bid has been cancelled following evaluation, without intent to rebid, requests for 
access to Supplier proposals and/or communications shall be subject to the disclosure 
provisions of Georgia’s Open Records Act. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 50-18-71(a), DOAS 
must make all public records, including bid proposals, open for personal inspection and 
copying, except those records which by order of a court of this state or by law are 
specifically exempted. 


2.1.12.2.1 Marking Submissions as “Confidential,” “Proprietary,” or “Trade 
Secret:” If a Supplier considers any portion of the documents, data, or records 
submitted in response to this solicitation to be exempt from disclosure under Georgia 
law, the Supplier must clearly mark each such submission, or portions of the 
submission, considered to be exempt from disclosure as “Confidential,” “Proprietary,” or 
“Trade Secret." All markings must be conspicuous; use color, bold, underlining, or 
some other method in order to conspicuously distinguish the mark from the other text. 
Wholesale designation of a response or substantial parts of a response as 
“Confidential” will not be accepted by the State. If only portions of a page are subject to 
some protection, Supplier should not mark the entire page. Even though information 
submitted by a Supplier may be marked as "confidential," "proprietary," “trade secret” 
etc., the State Entity will make its own determination regarding what information may or 
may not be withheld from disclosure. 


2.1.12.2.2 Submission of Redacted Copies: If Supplier considers any portion of its 
bid/proposal to the solicitation to be trade secret or otherwise not subject to public 
disclosure under Georgia Open Records Act, Supplier must, in addition to the required 
original documents, provide a separate redacted electronic copy of its bid/proposal, 
preferably in PDF format, and briefly describe in a separate writing, as to each item 
redacted, the grounds for claiming exemption from the public records law, including 
citation to the appropriate exemption form disclosure requirements provided under 
Georgia law. This redacted copy should be clearly marked “Redacted Copy-Available 
for Public Review." The redacted copy should reflect the same pagination as the 


original and show the location from which information was redacted. Except for the 
redacted information, the redacted electronic copy must be identical to the original 
bid/proposal. The redacted copy will be open to public inspection under the Georgia 
Open Records Act without further notice to the Supplier. If Supplier fails to submit a 
redacted copy, the State is authorized to produce the Supplier’s bid/proposal with the 
exception of audited financial statements in answer to any public records request under 
the Georgia Open Records Act. Even though information submitted by a Supplier may 
be marked as "confidential," "proprietary," “trade secret” etc., the State will make its 
own determination regarding what information may or may not be withheld from 
disclosure. If the State of Georgia deems redacted information to be subject to 
disclosure under the Georgia Open Records Act, the Supplier will be contacted prior to 
the release of this information. Please note that the redacted version will be utilized for 
purposes of responding to requests for records pursuant to the Open Records Act. 
DOAS will provide access to copies of original bids and proposals in response to 
requests made pursuant to the State Purchasing Act. The State does not consider 
pricing information to be confidential or proprietary. 


2.1.12.2.3 Trade Secret: In addition, if the Supplier claims that certain information in 
its bid/proposal may be withheld as trade secret pursuant to O.C.G.A. 50-18-72(a)(34), 
the Supplier shall include , an affidavit indicating the specific information that the 
Supplier identifies as trade secret, affirmatively declaring that such information is trade 
secret. Along with the affidavit, the Supplier shall provide a justification regarding how 
and why each redaction request constitutes a trade secret pursuant to Georgia Law. 
Designation of a “trade secret” shall not be binding on the State, but the State will 
review and consider the designation. If the Supplier does not include an affidavit with 
its bid/proposal submission, the State is authorized to produce the Supplier’s 
bid/proposal with the exception of audited financial statements in answer to any public 
records request under the Georgia Open Records Act. Wholesale designation of a 
response or substantial parts of a response as “trade secrets” will not be accepted by 
the State. In general, the State does not consider pricing information to be trade secret. 


If you do not include an affidavit, the State is authorized to produce the proposal with the exception of 
audited financial statements in answer to any public records request under the Georgia Open Records 
Act. 






